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Mini Mycology 


Much of the fungi seen on our last excursion, hastily arranged 
but well attended, was small and easy to miss. Some, like these 
“Parachutes” Marasmiellus alveorus (above 


and Bird Nest Nidula nivaea- 
tomentosa (right) are only a 
few millimetres across. 


Austro Dripping Bonnet 
Roridomyces austrororidus 


| Wrinkled Club Fungus 
Clavulina subrugosa 


July’s Fungi Foray yielded plenty of fungal interest for the 22 participants 
and despite the atrocious weather, everyone enjoyed the ramble and the so- 
cial aspect of a warm place to have lunch afterwards and good chat! 
Thanks to Les Hanrahan and Emily Noble for many IDs and the list on p.3. 
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Clockwise from above left: 
Webcap Cortinarius sp; Laccaria sp.; 

Webcap Cortinarius lavendulensis; 
Blood Red Russula 3 ee 
Russula persanguinea 


Photos: Carol Hall 


Genus 


Aleurodiscus 


Byssomerulius 


Calocera 
Cladonia 
Clavulina 
Clitocybe 
Cortinarius 
Cortinarius 
Cortinarius 
Crepidotus 
Discinella 
Entoloma 
Entoloma 
Fomitopsis 
Gymnopilus 
Gymnopilus 
Heterotextus 
Hypholoma 
Hypoxylon 
Lactarius 
Laetiporus 
Lepiota 


Leucopaxillus 


Lichenomphalia 


Lycoperdon 
Marasmiellus 
Mycena 
Nidula 


Oudemansiella 


Postia 
Russula 
Russula 
Russula 
Scleroderma 
Sphaerobolus 
Stereum 
Stereum 
Trametes 


Tremella 


Mycena 
Peziza 


Species 
Sparsus 
corlum 
guepiniodes 
confusa 
subrugosa 
species 
species 

kula 

species 
nephrodes 
terrestris 
species 
readiae 
lilacinogilva 
allantopus 
eucalyptorum 
peziziformis 
fasciculare 
fuscum 
eucalpti 
portentosus 
species 
eucalyptorum 
chromacea 
species 
alveorus 


species 


niveotomentosa 


gigaspora 
pelliculosa 
species 
persanguinea 
species 

cepa 
stellatus 
illudens 
Species 
diversicolor 


mesenterica 


Common name 

A white 'paint' fungus 

A resupinate white fungus 
Pretty Horn 

A Reindeer Lichen 

A white club 


A lilac Webcap 
A red Webcap 


a violet webcap 


Yellow disc 
A black capped Entoloma 


A common Entoloma 


Jelly Bells 
Sulphur Tuft 


Ascomycota 


A large bracket fungus 
A white Lepiota 


Yellow Belly-button 
Puftball 


A horse-hair fungus 


A Bird-nest Fungus 

A Rooting-shank fungus 
Furry Punk 

A purple capped Russula 


A 125mm Yellow Russula 
An Earthball 


Cannon-ball fungus 


Rainbow fungus 
Yellow Jelly 

Orange false truffle 
Buff false truffle 
Diff. sp. 

Different Coral Fungi 


Substrate 
wood 
wood 
wood 

soil 

soil 

soil 

soil 

soil 

soil 
wood 

soil 

soil 

soil 
wood 
wood 
wood 
wood 
buried root 
Firewood 
stump 
tree trunk 
soil 

soil and bark 
algae and soil 
soil 

bark 
wood 
bark 

soil 

tree trunk 
soil 

soil 

soil 

soil 
wood 
wood 
wood 
wood 
wood 

soil 

soil 


A Real Outback Adventure—Simpson Desert 
John Gregurke’s description and photos of his and Elaine’s trip 
across the Simpson Desert in the winter of 2019 was a great way to 
end our last club meeting. A real outback adventure, they travelled 
from Alice Springs to Birdsville and back on some of the sandiest 
and toughest roads in the country and into three states. 
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Some heavy-duty vehicles transported the party of 15 or so plus all 
the equipment, food and facilities for camping along the way. One of 
the first stops was at the Ewaninga Rock Carvings Conservation 
Reserve which has one of the 
highest concentrations of 
petroglyphs in the NT. 


A few kilometres south is the 
famous and spectacular 
Chambers Pillar, a 350 million 
: year old sandstone column, 
shown below. 
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They also stopped at 
the Old Ghan 
Heritage Trail at 

& Finke and found 
remnants of the rail- 
road that came 
through this area 
before the current 
Adelaide to Darwin 
track was built. 
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Poeppel Corner 1s 
where the borders of 
Queensland, South 

> Australia and the 

=~ Northern Territory 
ss meet. It is one of the 
most remote “‘corner’s 
on the map. 
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ee es John was excited to 
ae find plenty of flora and 
> -~ © fauna in ‘the desert’. 
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/Rattle Pod Crotalaria 
cunninghamii 


'Poached-eggs Daisy 
Polycalymma stuartii 


Buttercup Pigface 


Portulaca intraterranea 


Birds were often seen, especially near water, including these budgerigars. 
There was plenty of water around after rains and then flooding during 
March of 2019. At that 
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aan ah CA eee water. Things had dried 
Wa tie > 4 there was still plenty of 
oe = / ee 4. water in waterholes, 
+ creeks and rivers at 
places like Dalhousie 
Springs, south of Alice 
Springs. 
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Heading north and west again 
from Birdsville, the group had to 
tackle “Big Red”, the last sand hill 
on the eastern edge of the Simpson 
Desert. 

This activity attracted the attention 
of other tourists and passers-by, 
enjoying the various tracks taken 
by different drivers 


John added two new 
birds to his life-list: 
Chirruping Wedgebill 
Psophodes cristatus 
and Spotted Nightjar 
Eurostopodus argus 


Many thanks to John G 
for an excellent and 
informative talk which 
has probably inspired 
other field nats to start 
making plans!!! 


Whe Rat Nats—Juniers Greup 


The Junior group managed to squeeze in an excursion during the 
recent school holidays and took advantage of the wet and miserable 
weather to go hunting for fungi. A small group of loyal Rat Nats 
gathered at Stringybark in Scarsdale for a stroll through the bush 
and we discovered quite a lot of interesting fungi along the way. 
The puffballs shown below were toute eh a eat its SOUNESIT, 
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The gang having a 
rest and imagining a 
roaring campfire 
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..maybe next time! 


, A Puffball 


Family Lycoperdaceae 


Common 
Puffball 


Lycoperdon 
perlatum 
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SEANA NEWS 
Plans for our hosting of the next SEANA Get-together in October are 
coming along nicely. We have planned 10 different excursions 
around Ballarat over the two main days plus organised speakers for 
both Friday and Saturday evenings. 
There are two things we now need to ask members: 
1) have your registered yet? If not, there is plenty of time, but the 
numbers are limited to 80 (or so) and we are up to over 60 so far. 
So, don’t hang back, get your form and money in asap. 
2) we need volunteers to put their hand up to assist with tasks such 
as marshalls for excursions, “tail-end Charlie” drivers, kitchen 
helpers on Friday for afternoon tea and supper, registration assistants 
on Friday afternoon, COVID marshalls to ensure people sign in 
properly, sanitise, etc: and the list goes on. 
If you think you could give an hour or two of your time, particularly 
on Friday afternoon/evening, please get in touch with Val Hocking. 


The success of our hosting efforts depends on everyone helping in 
any way they can, so the committee are relying on you. THANKS! 


Early spring is a great time to visit the Botanic Gardens in Ballarat 
and the Friends of the Gardens 1s hosting a garden walk on 


Sunday 12 September between 10am and 12 noon 


Everyone is most welcome to attend. 


Field Nats who showed interest in leading groups or assisting 
with plant id, please make sure you write the date in your diary. 
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E. camaldulensis — what’s in a name? 
Recently, I was telling my nature studies students about plants being 
named for all sorts of reasons. I used the example of the River Red 
Gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, however, my explanation was a 
little bit wayward. The ending “ensis” denotes that the specific name 
means “from that place’. I mistakenly thought the tree was named 
after a place in Italy, ““Camaldola’, where the first specimen was 
collected and subsequently famed std Sonia 


After some research, See tamaraon, 
I discovered that the River = Te = >. 
Red Gum is actually > Florence — aS 


named after a monastery in ‘“°" | 
Italy, the Hermitage of = 
Camaldoli. The monastery, = STAY YB 
built over 1,000 years ago < e in O<€ ae 
is situated in the Apennine SS ae 
mountains of Tuscany. But 
this was not the original 
place. 

It seems that the 
Camaldolese monks also 
established a monastery in ° 
the mountains east of Naples in the 1500’s, and the drier, hotter 
climate turned out to be more suitable for Australian species than the 
colder, alpine climate of Tuscany. 


Famed Italian gardener and landscaper Frederick Denhardt propagat- 
ed some River Red Gum trees in 1818 from seed that had been 
collected by Allan Cunningham. Cunningham was the King’s 
Botanist in the recently established colony of New South Wales. 
Denhardt subsequently planted his antipodean seedlings in the 
gardens of the Camaldoli hermitage gardens near Naples and they 
erew so well that he named them FE. camaldulensis in honour of their 
Italian home. 
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But that’s not the whole story. The botany world ignored Denhardt’s 
nomination after he published a catalogue with E. camaldulensis in 
1832. The species was named E. rostrata by NSW botanist 
Diederich von Schlecterindahl in 1847, but this also was rejected by 
the authorities because that name had already been given to the 
Swamp Mahogany Gum, in 1797 by a Spanish botanist. In 1853, our 
own Victorian botanist Ferdinand Von Mueller named the River Red 
Gum as E. longirostratis (for the long beak on the cap that covers the 
developing flower). 
In the end, it wasn’t until 1932 (and 10 years after the Denhardt’s 
original trees were cut down) that researchers in Vienna’s Natural 
History Museum found one of the 1832 catalogues produced by 
Denhardt for the Hermitage gardens. 
The official name was again changed because it pre-dated Von 
Mueller’s naming by 31 years. The name remains today. 

Bill Elder 


(I gleaned this information from an unlikely place, a website about 
the plants of Inverleigh - www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/wild- 


plants-of-inverleigh.html ) 


Clockwise from top left: 

Allan Cunningham, Ferdinand 
von Mueller, Diederich von 
Schlecterindahl 

(I could not find any images of 
Frederick Denhardt) 


Excursions and Meetings in 2021 - Fill your Diary! 
August 6 - 7.30 pm Club meeting via Zoom only. 
We welcome John Lenagan from ANGAIJIR and his topic 
“Interactions in Nature”’. 


August 8 Excursion to Creswick Forest led by Ema Corro, mycolo- 
cist from Bacchus Marsh. Exact starting place to be advised. 


Sept 3 - 7.30 pm Club meeting at Ballaarat Municipal Observatory 
and Museum, 439 Cobden St, Mount Pleasant. 
Guest speaker Judith Bailey will talk about “Moon wobbles” plus 
other astronomical and historical matters. 

This event will double as the excursion for the month 


Oct 1 - Club meeting live and in person (+Zoom) at Gillies St. 
Speaker 1s Andrea Kellaher (DELWP) to talk on ‘Habitat Hectare’, a 
method of vegetation assessment. 


All meetings and excursions are subject to the ever-changing COVID 
restrictions and planned events may have to change at short notice. 
We will try to notify members of any changes to our activities. 

There are currently no number limits for excursions, however health 
restrictions still apply, so please bring a mask and keep distance of 
1.5m between people. Of course, if you are not well or suffering any 
flu-like symptoms, please stay at home. 
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